THIS is a new extensively revised edition of a widely known and respected textbook. It is well described as "a textbook for dental students and a reference book for dental and medical practitioners". The book gives an excellent coverage of disease of the mouth and is well written and pleasantly presented. It contains an immense amount of detail and there are many references to classical or recently published works. Because of this attention to detail the book is more suited to those who already have some understanding of disease of the mouth than to the student reading this subject for the first time.
As in any work of this calibre the individual reader may disagree with some of the opinions expressed in it and may find the occasional lack of critical assessment of our knowledge of some conditions irksome. However, these are minor criticisms and in no way detract from the value of this very excellent addition to dental literature.
I would congratulate the authors on the thoroughness of their revision of this book and on the success with which they have incorporated much recent work. I have no hesitation in recommending it to advanced students of dentistry. "MEDICINE IN BRITAIN" while written specifically for overseas doctors contains many items which will be of interest to our own graduates. Dr. Birch is to be congratulated on providing such a wealth of information in such a readable form and many will find themselves referring again and again to his section on the, "Structure of the Health Service".
Medico-legal difficulties are simply explained and guidance is provided on the disclosure of information, consent forms, and the giving of evidence in court. The author correctly points out that many problems of the day-to-day running of a hospital arise from a failure in communications and good advice is given to the young doctor regarding his approach to the patient and his relationships with the nursing and ancillary staffs. We are reminded of Osler's remarks on the patient who got better-"doses of optimism lavishly administered by the House Physician cured him"-perhaps here we have a method of reducing the average length of stay of the patient without cost to the exchequer! A final chapter tracing the development of the Royal Colleges and medical practice in Britain is followed by a useful bibliography that will assist those who are stimulated to read further.
PLANT DRUGS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD. By N. Taylor. (Pp. viii + 275. 30s). London: Allen & Unwin, 1966.
THIS book is well printed on good paper, has a satisfactory index and a helpful bibliography. It contains interesting information and its author must have made extensive enquiries and read widely. Unfortunately, it is spoilt by cheap journalistic prose. Each chapter reads like a weekend article in the "Observer" or "Sunday Times". This author should be forced to read "Plain Words" by Sir Ernest Gowers. His book might be usefully recommended for a sixth form English class. O.L.W.
